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ATTACHMENT A – DEFINITIONS 

A  
Average Monthly Effluent Limitation (AMEL):  the highest allowable average of daily 
discharges over a calendar month, calculated as the sum of all daily discharges measured 
during a calendar month divided by the number of daily discharges measured during that 
month. 
 
Daily Discharge:  Daily Discharge is defined as either: (1) the total mass of the 
constituent discharged over the calendar day (12:00 am through 11:59 pm) or any 24-
hour period that reasonably represents a calendar day for purposes of sampling (as 
specified in the permit), for a constituent with limitations expressed in units of mass or; 
(2) the unweighted arithmetic mean measurement of the constituent over the day for a 
constituent with limitations expressed in other units of measurement (e.g., concentration).  
 
The daily discharge may be determined by the analytical results of a composite sample 
taken over the course of one day (a calendar day or other 24-hour period defined as a 
day) or by the arithmetic mean of analytical results from one or more grab samples taken 
over the course of the day. 
 
For composite sampling, if 1 day is defined as a 24-hour period other than a calendar day, 
the analytical result for the 24-hour period will be considered as the result for the 
calendar day in which the 24-hour period ends. 
 
Instantaneous Maximum Effluent Limitation: the highest allowable value for any 
single grab sample or aliquot (i.e., each grab sample or aliquot is independently compared 
to the instantaneous maximum limitation). 
 
Instantaneous Minimum Effluent Limitation: the lowest allowable value for any 
single grab sample or aliquot (i.e., each grab sample or aliquot is independently compared 
to the instantaneous minimum limitation). 
 
Maximum Daily Effluent Limitation (MDEL): the highest allowable daily discharge of 
a pollutant. 
 
Six-month Median Effluent Limitation: the highest allowable moving median of all 
daily discharges for any 180-day period. 
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